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intermediary between Orleans and Walpolc in case the Regent had any
matters which he preferred not lo have dealt with through the usual
official channels. According lo Law, he had already offered his services
in a similar capacity to the ICnglish government, 'Perhaps on this occasion
it will be some secret commission lo execute on behalf of the King in
Hanover. T shall be able lo undertake it without arousing suspicions on the
grounds of making a journey for purposes of health and recreation."1
The truth was thai for some lime Law had been pestering Walpole for
a job. At first the Knglish Prime- Minister was not encouraging, but on a
hint from Lord Townshend, joint Secrelary of Stale, Walpolc began to
show the financier 'all reasonable civilities', particularly when the serious
possibilily of Law's recall was reported from the Paris embassy. 4lf the
Puke of Orleans is disposed lo recall him, as Mr. Law's friends here arc
very sanguine of hoping"1, wrote? Walpolc from Whitehall to Paris on April
JO, .1723, 'it is not easy lo judge what is most lo be; wished for in this
case, unless we know I he competition and upon whom the favour and
confidence of the Duke? of Orleans might probably Fall.' Walpole was
primarily concerned with ihe need for preserving the Anglo-French
entwih*. of which (hilmis, in spite of his manifold personal failings, was
a great protagonist But the Cardinal Archbishop was reported lo be a
sick man and about to submit himself lo an operation from which it was
unlikely ho would recover. 'If Mr, Law does not return', continued
Walpole, 'there can be no doubt that Ihe power might fall info worse
hands; ami if any who are neither Knglislimen by birth or affection should
prevail, wo should have, a less ehanee than by admitting one who has
sundry ties lo wish well lo his native country/ Walpole finally uttered a
word of caution lo his minister in Paris, in case the question should be
mentioned officially. 'Perhaps Mr. Law's being thought agreeable or ac-
ceptable in England would not at all forward his return t'o France; for
no!hing but his being thought not only an able but a good Frenchman can
secure his being recalled.'
Law had reeeully made the acquaintance it) London of llie Karl of Peter-
borough, a friendly hut eccentric nobleman who in the course of sonic
sixty-five summers had had a somewhat chequered career as a soldier and
a diplomatist. They were probably introduced by Mrs, Howard, for whom,
unlike the Prince of Wales, Lord Peterborough professed a Platonic
friendship which found expression among other ways in some remarkable
vei'HOH. IIis Lordship was said to be secretly married to a well-known
operatic singer named Anaslasia Hobinfton (he was later publicly married